Continuing medical education (CME) is a fundamental step in maintaining a high standard of patient care all over the world. In many countries, the World Wide Web represents a new, exciting opportunity -in addition and not in opposition to those obtainable through attendance at medical congresses -to accomplish this fundamental phase of any professional activity.
The joint sponsorship of CME activity between a medical college and a Web society creates a new, easy and feasible opportunity for medical updating. However there are marked differences in the CME credits offered, depending on the different nations' rules. CME credits for medical professionals in the area of headache and pain care are presented in several Web sites.
The goal of this activity is to elucidate the pathophysiology of headache and pain and to discuss the latest advances in diagnosis and management of these syndromes, in order to improve the medical care of patients.
To obtain CME credits online, there are four different phases: the registration process, reading the learning objectives, reading the full text of scientific articles, and responding to test questions. Participants must respond correctly to at least 70% of all questions to receive the CME certificate. Professionals who cannot use online tests as nationally valid CME credits receive a certificate of attendance.
Medscape http://www.medscape.com
The major Web site that offers a free-of-charge opportunity to receive CME credit is Medscape (http://www.medscape.com).
